
  
 

 
 FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 
 

Minute of Meeting of 17 November 2015 
 

The meeting commenced at 0900 hours. 
 
PRESENT: S Brimmer, I Gossip (Chair), J Harper, J Henderson, S Masson, K Milroy, A Smith,  
R Wallen, K Wetherall 
IN ATTENDANCE: R Scott, P May, P Kesson 
OBSERVER: D Abernethy 
 
1. Apologies for Absence 

There were no apologies. 
 

2. Minute of previous Meeting 
The Minute of Meeting held on 15 September 2015 was approved. 
 

3. Matters arising from previous Meeting 
3.1 Sale of the former Balgownie Centre 

Mr Scott updated Members on developments relating to the sale of the site of 
the former Balgownie Centre.  It was noted that matters had been very slow to 
progress. Mr Scott reported that advisers from Burness Paull and Fairhurst will 
attend the Board of Management meeting on 07 December to update 
Members.  It was noted that planning permission for the site is due to expire at 
the end of June 2016. 

 
4. Report by the Principal 

The Committee noted a report providing information on internal audit; audit 
certification of year-end returns; Engineering Technologies at Fraserburgh Campus; 
and minor works. 

 
5. Matters for Discussion 

5.1 Payment of Taxes 
The Committee considered a report providing information on the payment of 
taxes and national insurance to Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC). 
 
Information was provided on PAYE and National Insurance; Value Added Tax; 
and Corporation Tax. 
 
The Committee noted the information provided in the paper. 
 

5.2 Insurances 
The Committee considered a report providing information on the insurance 
arrangements established by the College for the year to 31 July 2016. 
 
Information was provided on the background for the establishment of 
appropriate insurance arrangements; the College’s insurance covers; and 
services and costs. 
 



Mr Scott said that insurance will become a significant matter in 2016, adding 
that prior to the renewal process starting the Scottish Government will consider 
their position on insurance. 
 
Mr Milroy said it was important for the College to make as strong a case as 
possible for the maintenance of insurance arrangements and that the College 
should support Colleges Scotland in addressing this matter with the Scottish 
Government. 
 
The Committee noted the information provided in the paper. 
 

5.3 Procurement 
The Committee considered a paper providing information on recent 
procurement activities. 
 
Information was provided on the award of contracts for offsite reprographics 
services and for Fraserburgh Engineering Technologies centre. 
 
Mr Scott informed Members that procurement enhancements to the AbCol 
Plant are being reconsidered and said that the Board of ASET will present a 
revised proposal to the Board of Management at its December meeting as part 
of the College’s Capital Programme. 
 
The Committee noted the information provided in the paper. 
 

6. Summation of Business and date and time of next Meeting 
The Secretary gave a summation of the business conducted.  The next meeting of 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee is scheduled to take place on 
Tuesday 26 January 2016 at 0900 hours. 
 

Reserved Items of Business 
 
7. Matters for Discussion 

7.1 Financial Monitoring 
 

7.2 Macduff Learning Centre 
 

8. Summation of Reserved Items of Business 
The Secretary gave a summation of the reserved items of business conducted. 

 
 

The meeting concluded at 0935 hours. 
 
 


