
 LEONA McDERMID 

Why did you want to become a Member of the NESCol Regional Board ? 

Access to education through College can be life changing.  I want to support and improve the 
understanding around reaching an ever increasing number of people across our local communities.

Describe your experience as a NESCol Board Member so far 

I joined the Regional Board in 2021 and have found the Board both welcoming and professional.  Public 
sector governance training is available for all new Board Members.    The Executive team and Board are 
also deeply committed to ensuring students have a great learning experience.

What are the enjoyable aspects of being a NESCol Board Member ? 

Meeting other people and understanding different perspectives all with shared goals in mind.  Developing a 
deeper understanding around the breadth of courses available and how responsive the College can be to 
local economic and social needs.  

How do you feel the Regional Board and Board Members make a difference for the College and the North 
East of Scotland?

The Board supports accountability to each learner and brings connections and experiences from across the 
wider community. 



 

How do you feel the Regional Board and Board Members make a difference to the College and the North 
East of Scotland ? 
 
Without an experienced and fully committed Regional Board, it would be difficult to see how NESCol could 
continue to be one of the leading colleges in Scotland. I believe that we have a group of highly 
experienced individuals that are working together collectively as a highly effective team to ensure that we 
continuously improve on all performance measures across the board.  
 
I am certain that we have Board Members that are prepared to go the extra mile to ensure that we 
continue to deliver improvement and indeed everyone is aligned behind the drive “towards excellence”.   
The diversity of background and experience represented in the individual Board Members at NESCol is both 
refreshing and highly valuable. This diversity ensures that no matter what subject we are touching on in any 
particular debate or decision making process, we have a good level of knowledge and experience in the 
room.  
 
I would highly recommend anyone with the correct skill set and a passion for further education to consider 
joining the Regional Board. 




